EBEET
 1172
 ECHIDNA
 
through his novels, the most popular of which
are An Egyptian Princess and Uarda.
EBERT, friedrich (1871-1925), a Ger-
man of obscure origin, who became first
President of Germany under the provisional
constitution adopted in February, 1919.
Ebert was born in Heidelberg, the son of a
tailor, and learned there the harnessmaker's
trade. After taking up journalism he became
editor of a Socialist newspaper, and in 1900
was elected Socialist member of the eity coun-
cil of Bremen. In 1905 he was given a seat in
the central executive committee of the Social
Democratic party, and in 1910 was elected
to the Reichstag, the lower house of the Ger-
man Parliament under the empire. Ebert
supported the government during the World
War, but he opposed the imperialistic aims
of the militarists and the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk, by which Russia was to be dismem-
bered.
On November 9,1918, he succeeded Prince
Maximilian as Chancellor, and on November
14 became Premier of the new democratic
Cabinet. As head of the government he
opened the first German National Assembly,
which convened at Weimar on February 6,
1919. On February 11 the Assembly elected
him first President of Germany, after adopt-
ing a provisional constitution. President
Ebert was called upon to guide the German
state through a troubled period, for the revo-
lution which overthrew the empire was fol-
lowed by serious uprisings among the radical
Socialists, or Spartacans. He authorized
severe measures against the disturbers, and
in March hundreds of the rebellious element
were executed. See germany,
EB'ONY, the name given to the heartwood
of various trees of different species, similar
in that they all have wood of a dark color.
The most valuable is the heartwood of a tree
which grows in great abundance in the flat
parts of Ceylon and is of such size that logs
of its heartwood two feet in diameter and
from ten to fifteen feet long are often pro-
cured. Other varieties of valuable ebony
are obtained from the East Indies. Ebony
is hard, heavy and durable, and admits of a
fine polish, or gloss. The most usual colors
are black, red and green. The best is jet
black, free from veins, very heavy, astringent,
and of an acrid, pungent taste. On burning
coals it yields an agreeable perfume, and
when green it readily takes fire from its
abundance of gum. It is wrought into toys,
 piano keys and musical instruments, and is
used for mosaic inlaid work and other orna-
mental purposes,
ECCENTRIC, eksen'trik, a mechanical
device for converting continuous circular mo^
tion into rectilinear motion. It consists of
a disk attached to a shaft in such a way that
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ECCENTRIC AND ATTACHMENTS
a, hook or gab; b,   rod; c, eccentric; d, strap,
the center of the disk does not coincide with
the center of the sbai't. On the circumference
of the disk is a hook to which is attached a
rod. As the shaft and the eccentric revolve
the hook is alternately raised and lowered,
imparting a forth and back motion to the
rod.
ECCLESIASTES, ek kle ze as'tee*, a book
of the Old Testament, consisting of a series
of discourses on the vanity of mortal things.
The twelfth and last chapter begins with the
famous admonition, "Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth," and con-
tains a striking description of old age, writ*
ten in language that is highly poetical. The
title of the book is that by which the Septua-
gint translators rendered the Hebrew Kolie-
lefhr which means preacher. According to
Jewish tradition, it was written by Solomon;
but the best modern criticism has decided
that its style and language, no less than its
thought, belong to a much later date.
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BCHXDNA
through which a long, flexible tongue can be
thrust   The echidna sleeps during the day*
ECHIDNA, ekifnah, or SPIKY ANT-
EATER, a genus of Australian toothless
mammals, in size and general appearance
resembling a large hedgehog*, excepting that
the spines are longer, and the muzzle is long
and slender, with a small opening at the end

